


Young LGB&T people regularly hear the term 

‘gay’ used in a nega�ve way in school. Though 

some may claim that expressions such as ‘that’s 

so gay’ are not intended to cause harm, most 

LGB&T young people say that hearing ‘gay’ or 

‘queer’ or ‘bent’ used to denote anything bad 

causes them stress.

Because these phrases are so frequently used, 

par�cularly in school, it is important that       

teachers treat this like all forms of prejudiced or 

homophobic language. As not all students 

understand why this language is offensive and 

unacceptable it is important that teachers       

educate their students about why it is hur�ul 

and the damage that it causes.

Ask students why they use the word ‘gay’ to 

mean something bad or boring. Teach them 

about how words and names are used to 

demean and in�midate minority groups. Ask 

them how they would feel if they were LGB&T 

and constantly heard slurs about themselves. 

Insist that, regardless of intent, homophobic 

language runs contrary to the values and ethos 

of the school and, as such, is not allowed in 

school.



WHY IS IT THAT, 
AS A CULTURE, 
WE ARE MORE 
COMFORTABLE 
SEEING TWO 
MEN HOLDING 
GUNS THAN 
HOLDING HANDS
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